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University of Alaska Land grant bill,
to help the University gain the eco-
nomic means to support such impor-
tant endeavors. But more on that in
the future, following committee review
of the legislation, likely this fall.

I also want to thank and publicly
recognize the work of Ronald Spatz,
the executive editor and founding edi-
tor of the review for all of his efforts
on its behalf. Mr. Spatz, currently pro-
fessor and chair of the University of
Alaska Anchorage’s Department of
Creative Writing and Literary Arts and
director of UAA’s honors program, has
been a member of the faculty since
1980. A professor, who has been recog-
nized with commendations for ‘‘Out-
standing Leadership’’ by the Univer-
sity’s Board of Regents and the Presi-
dent of the statewide system, Mr.
Spatz is the former chair of the Univer-
sity of Alaska Statewide Assembly,
president of the UAA Assembly and the
vice president of the Faculty Senate.
He is the winner of two university-wide
teaching awards: The Chancellor’s
Award for Excellence in Teaching and
the Distinguished Teacher of the Year
Award presented by the UAA Alumni
Association.

Mr. Spatz, a film maker and writer,
besides editor, has produced, directed,
photographed and edited a range of
short subject and expressionist docu-
mentary films for children and adults.
Several of the films are in national dis-
tribution; his film, ‘‘For the Love of
Ben,’’ was broadcast nationally on pub-
lic television and his stories and arti-
cles have appeared in a host of publica-
tions. He has received a total of more
than 35 individual and project grants
for his works.

For the future, due to a grant from
the National Endowment for the Arts,
which has provided three major awards
(grants) to the publication, AQR this
fall will be issuing a special anthology.
‘‘Intimate Voice, Ordinary Lives: Sto-
ries of Fact and Fiction.’’

Mr. President, Alaska, in fact all of
America, is far richer artistically be-
cause of the review’s presence over the
past 15 years. It truly is a window for
Americans to view society in Alaska at
the close of the 20th century, and a
worthy stage for the serious works of
all writers. I commend it and its con-
tributors for its many achievements,
and I know all members of the U.S.
Senate join me in wishing it continued
literary success.∑

f

WOMEN’S BUSINESS
DEVELOPMENT CENTER

∑Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to commend the Women’s Busi-
ness Development Center for the vital
role it has played in accelerating wom-
en’s business ownership and strength-
ening the impact that women have
made on our economy.

The Women’s Business Development
Center is a nationally-recognized not-
for-profit center devoted to providing
services and programs that support and

increase women’s business ownership.
Founded in 1986, more than 30,000 busi-
ness owners in six States, including my
home State of Illinois, have benefited
from the program. The services range
from counseling to workshops to entre-
preneurial training.

Today, thanks to efforts by organiza-
tions such as the Women’s Business De-
velopment Center, there are over 7.7
million women-owned businesses in the
United States, generating $2.3 trillion
in sales. Women business owners now
employ one in every four U.S. company
workers. There is no doubt that women
in business today are playing a promi-
nent role in stimulating economic
growth both at home and abroad.

On September 12 of this year the
Women’s Business Development Center
will celebrate its 11th anniversary. As
the Center moves into its second dec-
ade of service to women business own-
ers, I am proud to recognize its impres-
sive achievements.∑

f

ARMY SGT. KELLY S. YARDE

∑ Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I rise
today in recognition of Army Sgt.
Kelly S. Yarde, who hails from Evans-
ville. Sergeant Yarde, who is currently
serving in Bosnia with Operation Joint
Guard, was moved by the sadness he
saw in the faces of Bosnia’s children
each time he went out on patrol. In re-
sponse, he appealed to the people of his
hometown and surrounding areas, ask-
ing for donations of school supplies,
toys and sporting goods that he could
give to these children.

Local media helped to publicize Ser-
geant Yarde’s plea, and the community
responded in magnificent fashion. Hun-
dreds of donations have already poured
in, and are continuing to arrive at col-
lection bins set up at local businesses.
Some of the gifts have already been
shipped to Bosnia, and Sergeant Yarde
has, on his own time, taken them to or-
phanages and refugee centers.

Americans are, by their nature, very
generous people. The fact that we can
not solve every problem in the world
should not prevent us from solving at
least some of them. I am pleased and
proud that Sergeant Yarde had the
foresight to identify a problem that he
could help to solve, and had the faith
in his community to ask for help in
solving it. I am equally pleased that
the people of Evansville and the sur-
rounding area responded so generously
to Sergeant Yarde’s plea on behalf of
the children of Bosnia.∑

f

RECOGNITION OF SOUTH DAKOTA
SOYBEAN GROWERS ON THE DE-
VELOPMENT OF SOYGOLD

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I want
to take this opportunity today to rec-
ognize the important achievements of
SD soybean growers in creating new
uses for their agricultural products.

Freeman Coop Oil/Fertilizer in Free-
man, SD, recently became the first re-
tail marketer of petroleum to offer

SoyGold, a new lubricity additive in
premium diesel fuel. SoyGold is a low
blend of soybean methyl esters manu-
factured from 100 percent soybean oil
for both on-farm and commercial use.
The additive was developed with the
use of check-off dollars, which allow
farmers to work together to develop
new uses for their products. The soy-
bean growers have also worked to test
soydiesel for mass transit bus systems,
underground mining, and other innova-
tive possibilities.

SoyGold was developed by Ag Proc-
essors, Inc. in Omaha, NE, and will be
promoted and marketed throughout
seven Midwestern States initially. Bill
Pape, the general manager of Freeman
Coop Oil/Fertilizer, is the first to offer
the product to his customers. Dennis
Hardy, the chairman of the South Da-
kota Soybean Council, worked hard to
bring this new product to the market.
All of these individuals, and many
more, deserve credit for their efforts to
make SoyGold a reality.

SoyGold is an outstanding example
of the way that South Dakota’s soy-
bean farmers and their various associa-
tions can cooperate and communicate
to create an exciting new product
which will build demand for soybeans.
Such products demonstrate the way
that farmers are adapting to the
changing agricultural marketplace,
and I congratulate them on their fore-
sight, their enthusiasm, and, of course,
their accomplishment. Moreover,
SoyGold is not only good for South Da-
kota farmers, but it also benefits us all
by reducing harmful emissions.

Mr. President, there are few indus-
tries working as hard to create new
products and new markets as agri-
culture. The South Dakota soybean
growers whose efforts created SoyGold
are to be commended, and I ask you to
join me in congratulating them on
their success.∑

f

DR. EUGENE SHOEMAKER

∑ Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I would
like to honor the passing of one of the
world’s most renowned scientists. Eu-
gene Shoemaker and his wife Carolyn,
both residents of Flagstaff, AZ, were
involved in a tragic car accident in
Central Australia on July 18, 1997. Gene
was fatally injured; Carolyn survived
the accident sustaining broken ribs, a
broken wrist and a dislocated shoulder.
They were in the field pursuing their
lifelong passion of geologic studies to
help understand impact craters.

‘‘Gene’’ is credited with having al-
most single-handedly created plan-
etary science as a discipline distinct
from astronomy. He brought together
and applied geologic principles to the
mapping of planets, which resulted in
more than three decades of discoveries
about the planets and asteroids of our
Solar System. He was the recipient of
the 1992 National Medal of Science, the
most prestigious scientific honor be-
stowed by the President of the United
States, then George Bush.
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